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DISCOVERY
A Q&A, in brief

I can’t go a day without … checking the Red Sox score.

If you were in my offi ce, you’d … sit in restored Knoll furniture.

My colleagues would be surprised to know that …
I have no party affi liation.

The quality I most like in a lawyer is … the ability to instill confi dence in clients, judges and juries.

My pre-trial routine is … a two-week lockup with the fi le.

When I started, I wish I knew … that I still wouldn’t know everything 15 years in. 

If I weren’t a lawyer, I’d … own a store called International Pickles and make pickles all day long.
Or open a pen shop. I love pens.

When I win a case, I celebrate by … drinking beer. Doesn’t everyone?

I almost quit the law because … I hated being a law fi rm associate.

The SCOTUS justice I’d like to meet is … Elena Kagan.

The SCOTUS decision I’d overturn is … AT&T Mobility LLC v. Concepcion—what total BS.

A different practice area that intrigues me is … appellate law.

I can’t believe more people haven’t read … The Elements of Style by Strunk & White.

My real-life hero is … Obama. Not so much for his politics, but for his demeanor and the way
he carries himself.

On weekends I …  play with my kids.

My most bizarre talent is … I make killer pizza.

The talent I wish I had is … computer programming.

I get angry when … I see people being sloppy.

My motto is … There are two types of people: people who bitch, moan and complain; and people who 
roll up their sleeves and get shit done. I’m the second kind.

The craziest thing I witnessed in a courtroom is …
a client who couldn’t give a straight answer on what his address is.

The three people I’d invite to dinner are …
Einstein, Steve Jobs and Dustin Pedroia.

The book I just don’t get is … The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov.

If I had a morning show, my co-host would be … David Ortiz.

The last TV show I binge-watched was … Seinfeld.

If I won the lottery I’d … be retired!
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Consumer advocate, Sox fanatic and pickle 
lover Sergei Lemberg belongs to no political 
party—but still looks up to President Obama.

PRACTICE SESSION
Practice area highlights

Karen McAndrew is one of the few attorneys who has 
had lengthy discussions of English poetry. In court. 

The partner at Dinse Knapp & McAndrew, in Bur-
lington, Vermont, oversees a unique practice area: 
college and university law. While much of her prac-
tice concerns such issues as faculty tenure, student 
discipline, and employment issues, every now and 
then she also gets to exercise the literary chops she 
honed as an English major at Vassar College.

“We tried a case involving a faculty member who 
didn’t receive tenure,” she says. “There was criti-
cism of her lectures, and I remember cross–exam-
ining her about John Donne. There was also some 
Sidney and Spenser thrown in. That was fun.” 

Dinse Knapp already had a longstanding 
relationship with nearby Middlebury College when 
McAndrew joined the fi rm in 1971. “We have been 
counsel to Middlebury for at least 70 years,” she 
says. “We now represent almost all of the colleges 
in the state, and my partner works for colleges 
around the country.”

One unique aspect of higher education law is 
“town-and-gown relations” between the institution 
and the community. “Residential colleges often 
run whole towns or villages,” says McAndrew, 72. 
“Most of their real estate is exempt from property 
taxes, yet they are big users of town services. Many 
make payments in lieu of taxes, or in other ways 
contribute to the town. … In addition, students may 
be living off campus, and neighbors may complain, 
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so it is important to work on those relationships.” 
The very size of colleges and universities can 

invite litigation. 
“In Vermont, the colleges are among the larger 

employers in the state, and that makes them attrac-
tive as targets,” she says. “People don’t like losing 
their job, so they tend to sue. There has been an 
increasing amount of litigation against colleges and 
universities.” Much of that also stems from Title IX 
of the comprehensive 1972 education legislation, so 
much of her day-to-day work, she says, “is walk-
ing the client through compliance with Title IX and 
other federal and state regulations.”

The plus side? “In general, you are dealing with 
intelligent, thoughtful, well-educated clients who 
engage in interesting back-and-forth with you,” she 
says. “The fun part is getting to know the different 
cultures and histories of the institutions. Each has 
its own identity and unique way of doing things, 
which is often different from the corporate world.”

Case in point: Several years ago, a commercial 
insurance company contacted her after a college 
she represents was challenged by a student who 
complained about his grade. “The insurance 
company asked, ‘Why not just change the grade? 
It doesn’t cost you anything,’” she remembers. “I 
said, ‘You don’t get it. It doesn’t work that way.’ 
Here it is often more about principles than the 
dollars involved. It’s not just about the money.” 

Spoken like a true English major. 

“I generally don’t read lawyer books after hours—busman’s 
holiday,” says McAndrew. “But no one, and that includes me, 
has ever forgotten Atticus Finch—although I’m not yet ready for 
the more nuanced version in Go Set a Watchman. 

“But since my practice is civil and not criminal, Bleak House 
seems to come to mind more often, as discovery becomes 
impossibly lengthy and tangential, and it takes forever to get to 
trial. I’ve referred to several of my cases as ‘Jarndyce.’ 

“On screen, of course, you can hardly beat Robert Duvall in the 
movie version of A Civil Action.”

McAndrew’s
favorite legal fiction
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